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Disaster Risk Management for Sustainable Development in
Pacific Island Countries — The Need for Leadership by
Central Agencies.

COMMUNIQUE

Adopted by the CEOs of Finance and/or Planning and Disaster Management as
representatives of the Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC)
member countries, together with representatives of Regional Disaster Risk
Management Partnership and donors, international and regional organisations,
national agencies, and civil society at the “2" Pacific Regional Disaster Risk
Management Meeting for CEOs of Finance/Planning and Disaster Management”,
held 14™-15"™ May 2009, in Nadi, Fiji Islands.

Re-affirmed the following Challenges and Opportunities

2.

4.

5.

Recognised the importance of the leadership and collaborative roles of Ministries
of Finance and Planning, Disaster Risk Management (DRM) agencies and
Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) agencies to work in collaboration with other
relevant national authorities to ensure that disaster risk considerations are
integrated in national and sector planning and budget allocation processes to
promote sustainable development;

Re-emphasised the importance of proactive, multi-faceted, cross-sectoral
approaches to integrating disaster risk considerations into national
planning with effective partnerships between stakeholders at all levels,
encouraging and increasing coordination among those levels, avoiding
duplication, and promoting ownership and endorsement of the Pacific DRM
Framework as a feasible long-term strategy for sustainable development;

Noted the links between poverty and vulnerability to disasters, and
acknowledged the mutually reinforcing relationship between poverty reduction
and disaster risk reduction, and the importance of also addressing poverty
reduction objectives through effective DRM actions and vice-versa;

Re-emphasised the importance of sound baseline data and information, and
data sharing to inform and strengthen evidence-based decisions for DRM;

Acknowledged the narrow economic base and limited resource capacity in
most Pacific Island Countries and Territories and called on the Pacific DRM
Partnership Network and other multi-lateral instruments for timely and
coordinated assistance for DRM;



7.

10.

11.

Confirmed the need for expanding the knowledge base regarding DRM in the
Pacific through hazard and risk assessments, post-disaster physical, socio-
economic, cost-benefit analyses and environmental damage and loss
assessments to inform decision making and building resilience;

Recognised the significance of the upcoming 2" Session of the ISDR Global
Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction as a unique opportunity to present the
Pacific island Countries and Territories DRM and CCA challenges, to share
solutions and best practices and identify areas needing attention;

Was cognisant of the valuable contributions and support from the Pacific Islands
Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC) and other Partners of the Pacific
DRM Partnership Network in the progress of priority actions articulated in the
Pacific Regional DRM Framework for Action that was endorsed by the Pacific
Forum Leaders in 2005;

Noted the potential opportunities presented by the Pacific DRM Partnership
Network in supporting DRM and CCA actions.

Welcomed the South-South opportunities for cooperation and sharing of
experiences from the Caribbean Region for all Pacific countries;

Key Priority Actions

In acknowledging the priority accorded by the Pacific Island Forum Leaders to
disaster risk management and climate change adaptation identified in the Pacific
Plan and Pacific Islands Countries commitments under international and regional
policy frameworks, as key sustainable development imperatives, CEOs agreed to the
following actions requesting SOPAC and partner support to:

1.

Continue high-level political advocacy and leadership, to seek genuine
commitment for disaster risk management and climate change adaptation as key
sustainable development imperatives at international, regional and national
levels;

Strengthen the collaborative integration of DRM and CCA at the regional and
national levels and coordinated development and implementation of the national
DRM National Action Plan (NAP) and Climate Change National Adaptation
Plan of Action (NAPA);

Increase community awareness and preparedness programmes, and
promote engagement and ownership of ground-level initiatives in DRM and CCA;

Harmonise terminology and concepts in the area of DRM and CCA, to foster
collaborative implementation of the Pacific DRM Framework and the Pacific
Islands Framework for Action on Climate Change (PIFACC);

Continue to support institutional strengthening of DRM and CCA agencies
and encourage robust and evidence-based governance to facilitate the
implementation of DRM and CCA programmes for increased resilience and
sustainable development;



Broaden the Pacific DRM Partnership Network to include relevant
stakeholders, such as the private sector, utilities and services that are essential
stakeholders for DRM and sustainable development to assist in the mobilisation
of resources to support initiatives;

Incorporate best practices and lessons learned from traditional DRM practices
with applied scientific and technical methodologies and approaches;

Strengthen South-South collaboration and coordination, specifically in sharing
lessons learned and best practices, including the Caribbean experience on
catastrophic risk financing instruments and, methodologies and approaches such
as disaster damage and loss assessment (Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean Damage And Loss Assessment and Damage
Assessment and Needs Analysis).

Recommend mid-term review of the Pacific DRM Framework following on from
mid-term review of the HFA in 2010.

In conclusion CEOs commend this Communiqué to: national governments and key
national and local stakeholders, Pacific Island Forum Leaders through the SOPAC
Governing Council and the Pacific Plan Action Committee, members of the Pacific
Disaster Risk Management Partnership Network, and the ISDR 2" Global Platform
for Disaster Risk Reduction.

15" May 2009
Nadi

Fiji
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Participants List

MEMBER COUNTRIES

AUSTRALIA

Mr Jon Burrough

Director

Humanitarian Emergency Response Section
AusAID

GPO Box 887

Canberra, ACT 2601

AUSTRALIA

Tel: +61 2 6206 4632

Fax: +61 2 6206 4636

E-mail: jon.burrough@ausaid.gov.au

Following with same address as above:

Ms Jennifer Clancy

Disaster Risk Reduction Officer —
Humanitarian

Policy Section

Tel: +61 2 6206 4259

Fax: +61 2 6206 4636

E-mail: Jennifer.clancy@ausaid.gov.au

Mr Timothy Wilcox

Second Secretary (AusAID)
Australian High Commission

PO Box 214

Suva

FIJI ISLANDS

Tel: +679 338 8281

Fax: +679 338 2695

E-mail: timothy.wilcox@dfat.gov.au

Following with same address as above:

Mr Tukatara Tangi

Tel: +679 338 8354

Fax: +679 338 2695
E-mail: tu.tangi@dfat.gov.au

COOK ISLANDS
Mr Mack Mokoroa
Chief of Staff
Office of the Prime Minister
Private Bag
COOK ISLANDS
Tel: +682 29300
Fax: +682 20856
+682 55377
E-mail: mac@pmoffice.gov.ck

Ms Priscilla Maruariki

Treasury Operations Manager
Ministry of Finance and Economic
Management

PO Box 3162

Rarotonga

COOK ISLANDS

Tel: +682 29511

Fax: +682 29652

E-mail: Priscilla@mfinance.gov.ck

Mr Charles Carlson

Director

Emergency Management
Office of the Prime Minister
PMB, Avarua

Rarotonga

COOK ISLANDS

Tel: +682 25494/29609
Mobile: +682 54005

Fax: +682 20856
E-mail: ccarlson@emci.gov.ck

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA
Ms Starla Mori

Economic Analyst

Office of SBOC

PO Box PS309

Palikir, Pohnpei 96941

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA



Tel: +691 320 2823
Fax: +691 320 2428
E-mail: smori@sboc.fm or

larats@hotmail.com

Ms Oleen Peter

Hazard Mitigation Officer

OEEM

FSM National Emergency Management Office
PS 69

Palikir, Pohnpei

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA 96941
Tel: +691 320 8815

Fax: +691 320 8936

Mob:  +691 920 2322

E-mail: Olnpp22@yahoo.com

FUI

Mr Josefa Matau

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Defence, National Security,
Disaster Management & Immigration
PO Box 2349

Government Buildings

Suva
FIJI ISLANDS
Tel: +679 3211210/3211303

Fax: +679 3317721/3300346
E-mail: jmatau@govnet.gov.fj

Mr Krishna Prasad

Acting Deputy Secretary National Planning
Office

Ministry of National Planning
Government Buildings

Suva

FIJI ISLANDS

Mr Joweli Cawaki

Director

National Disaster Management Office
Ministry for Defence, National Security and
Immigration and Disaster Management
P.O Box 2349

Government Buildings, Suva

FIJI ISLANDS

Tel: +679 331 3361

Fax: +679 3319315

Mob:  +679 996435

E-mail: joeli.cawaki@govnet.gov.fj

KIRIBATI

Mr Terieta Mwemwenikeaki

Deputy Secretary

Ministry of Finance & Economic Planning

PO Box

Bairiki, Tarawa

KIRIBATI

Ph: +686 21802

Fx: +686 21307

E-mail: terieta m@yahoo.com

Ms Taua Eritai

Deputy Secretary

Office of Te Beretitenti
Box 68

Bairiki, Tarawa

KIRIBATI

Ph: +686 21183

Fx: +686 21092
E-mail: teritai@ob.gov.ki

t _meritai@yahoo.com.au

MARSHALL ISLANDS
Mr Jorelik Tibon
Deputy Chief Secretary
Office of the President
PO Box 665

Majuro, MH 96960
MARSHALL ISLANDS

Ph: +692 625 5150
Mb: +692 455 9713
Fx: +692 625 7393

E-mail: jortibon@yahoo.com

Mr Jemi Nashion

Assistant Secretary of Finance
Budget/OIDA & Procurement and Supply
Ministry of Finance

PO Box D

Majuro, MH 96960

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Ph: +692 625 8835

Fx: +692 625 3607

E-mail: oidafin@ntamar.net

NEW ZEALAND

Mr Michael Hartfield

Programme Manager, Pacific Regional
Environment

New Zealand Agency for International
Development (NZAID)

195 Lambton Quay

Private Bag 18-901

Wellington 5045

NEW ZEALAND

Tel: +64 4 439 8737

Fax: +64 4 439 8855



Mob:  +64 021 469 243
E-mail: Michael.hartfield@nzaid.govt.nz

NIUE

Mr Hetututama Speedo Hetutu
General Manager

Niue Power

Disaster Emergency Council
Tuila, Kaimiti

Alofi

NIUE

Ph: +683 4119

E-mail: gm.npc@mail.com.nu

Mr Poitogia Kapaga

Budget Manager

Treasury Department

Alofi

NIUE

Ph: +683 4047

E-mail: budget.treasury@mail.gov.nu

Mr Robert Tongiamana

Emergency Management Officer
Police Department

PO Box 69

Alofi

NIUE

Ph: +683 4333

E-mail: Robert.police@mail.gov.nu

PALAU

Mr Alonzo Kyota

Coordinator

National Emergency Management Office
Office of the Vice President
P.O Box 100

Koror

REPUBLIC OF PALAU 96940
Tel: +680 488 2249/2422
Fax: +680 488-3312

Mob:  +680777 6366

E-mail: nemo@palaunet.com

SAMOA

Mulipola Ausetalia Titimaea
Assistant Chief Executive Officer
Meteorology Division

Ministry of Natural Resources & Environment

Private Bag

Apia

SAMOA

Ph: +685 20856/20855/20514/20857
Fx: +685 23141/23176/20857

E-mail: ausetalia.titimaea@mnre.gov.ws

Following with same address as above:

Ms Filomena Nelson

Principal Disaster Management Office
Mb: +685 7700661

E-mail: filomena.nelson@mnre.gov.ws

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Mr Fred Fakarii

Permanent Secretary for Home Affairs

Ministry of Home Affairs

PO Box G11

Honiara

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Ph: +677 28601

Fx: +677 24293

E-mail: Fakarii@yahoo.com.au
psha@pmc.gov.sb

Mr Adrian Toni

Director

Economic & Productive Sector

Ministry of Planning & Aid Coordination
PO Box G30

Honiara

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Ph: +677 38255

Fx: +677 30163

E-mail: amtoni@planning.gov.sb

Mr Loti Yates

Director

National Disaster Management Office
Ministry of Home Affairs

PO Box G11

Honiara

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Tel: +677 27936

Mob:  +677 95895

Fax: +677 24293

E-mail: directorndc@solomon.com.sb

TONGA

Mr Sione M. Taumoepeau
Director of Works
Ministry of Works

PO Box 52

Nuku’alofa

KINGDOM OF TONGA

Tel: +676 23100

Fax: +676 25440



E-mail: sione.taumoepeau@mow.gov.to

Mr Maliu Takai

Deputy Director of Works

National Disaster Management Office
Ministry of Works & National Disaster
Activities

PO Box 52

Nuku'alofa

KINGDOM OF TONGA

Tel: +676 28215/26340

Mob:  +676 76458

Fax: +676 23102/28220

E-mail: makai@kalianet.to

TUVALU

Mr Temate Melitiana

Assistant Secretary for Finance & Economic

Planning

Ministry of Finance & Economic Planning

Government of Tuvalu

Funafuti

TUVALU

Tel: +688 20408

Fax: +688 20210

E-mail: tmelitiana@yahoo.com
tmelitiana@gov.tv

Mr Sumeo Silu

Disaster Coordinator

National Disaster Management Office

Private Mail Bag, Vaiaku

Funafuti

TUVALU

Tel: +688 20815

Fax: +688 20113

E-mail: silumeo@yahoo.com or ssilu@gov.tv

VANUATU

Hon Serge Vohor

Minister for Infrastructure & Public Utilities
Ministry of Infrastructure & Public Utilities
PMB

Port Vila

VANUATU

Ph: +678

Fx: +678

E-mail:

Mr Andrew Kausiama

Private Secretary to the Prime Minister
Office of the Prime Minister

PMB 9053

Port Vila

VANUATU

Ph: +678 22413
Fx: +678
E-mail: akausiama@vanuatu.gov.vu

Georgio Calo

2" Political Advisor

Ministry of Infrastructure & Public Utilities
Private Mail Bag 9030

Port Vila

VANUATU

Tel: +678 22790

E-mail: giokals@yahoo.com

PARTNERS

ASIA DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB)
Mr Edy Brotoisworo

Senior Safeguards Specialist
Pacific Department

Asian Development Bank

6 ADB Avenue

Mandaluyong City 1550

Manila

PHILIPPINES

Tel: +632 632 6192/5332
Fax: +632 636 2446/2442
E-mail: ebrotoisworo@adb.org

ADVENTIST DEVELOPMENT & RELIEF AGENCY
AUSTRALIA LTD (ADRA)

Ms Rita Karraz

Manager Program Development National
Program

ADRA Australia

PO Box 129

Wahroonga, NSW 2076

AUSTRALIA

Ph: +612 9489 5488

Mb: +0407 377 963

Fx: +612 9489 7790

E-mail: rkarraz@adra.org.au

CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY CLIMATE CHANGE
CENTRE

Mr Carlos Fuller

Deputy Director

Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre
PO Box 563

Belmopan City

BELIZE
Ph: +501 822 1104/1094
Fx: +501 822 1365



E-mail: cfuller@btl.net

CARIBBEAN DISASTER EMERGENCY
RESPONSE AGENCY (CDERA)

Ms Sharon Layne-Augustine

Senior Programme Officer

Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response
Agency

Building #1, Manor Lodge

Lodge Hill, St. Michael

BARBADOS
Ph: +246 425 0386
Fx: +246 425 8854

E-mail: Sharon.l-augustine@cdera.org

GNS SCIENCE

Mr Phil Glassey

Mapping Manager

GNS Science

Dunedin Research Centre
Private Bag 1930
Dunedin 9054

NEW ZEALAND

Tel: +643 477 4050
Fax: +643 477 5232
Direct: +643 479 9684
Mobile: +6427 249 0439
E-mail: p.glassey@gns.cri.nz

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF RED CROSS
AND RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES (IFRC)
Ms Helga-Bara Bragadottir

IFRC

P.O Box 2507

Government Buildings

Suva

FIJI ISLANDS

Tel: +679 331 1855

Fax: +679 331 1406

Mobile: +679 9992973

E-mail: helgabara.bragadottir@ifrc.org

Following with same address as above:

Ms Ruth Lane

Regional Disaster Risk Reduction Delegate
Mobile: +679 999 2509

E-mail: ruth.lane@ifrc.org
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR
MIGRATION

Mr Ashley Carl

Project Coordinator

Federated States of Micronesia & Republic of
the Marshall Islands

Mission with Regional Function
Units G & H, 25" Floor

Citibank Tower Condominium

8741 Paseo De Roxas

Pohnpei

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA
Mb: +691 922 1093

E-mail: acarl@iom.int

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION
OF NATURE (IUCN)

Dr Padma Narsey Lal

Chief Technical Adviser

International Union for Conservation of
Nature

5 Ma’afu St

Suva

FUJI ISLANDS

Ph: +679 331 9084

E-mail: padma.lal@iucn.org

NATIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY (NFA)
Mr John Low

Chairman of Board of Directors
National Fire Authority

PO Box 207

Suva

FUIJI ISLANDS

Tel: +679 331 9995

Fax: +679 330 9996

E-mail: cambio@connect.com.fj

THE WORLD BANK

Ms Susan Shen

Sector Leader

Environment & Natural Resource
Management Rural Development and
Environment Sector Unit (EASRE)
Sustainable Development Department/East
Asia Pacific

The World Bank

1818 H Street NW

Washington DC 20433

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Tel: +1 202 458 2430

Fax: +1202 477 2733

E-mail: sshen@worldbank.org

Mr Abhas K. Jha

Lead Urban Specialist and Regional
Coordinator Disaster Risk management, East
Asia & the Pacific

The World Bank

1818 H Street NW



Washington DC 20433
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Tel: +1 202 458 1050
Fax: +1202 614 4213
E-mail: ajha@worldbank.org

Ms Emilia (Milina) Battaglini
Climate Change and Disaster Risk
Management

The World Bank

Level 19

14 Martin Place

CML Building

Sydney, NSW 2000

AUSTRALIA

Tel: +61 292237773
D/Line: +61 292356538

Fax: +61 29221 3190

E-mail: ebattaglini@worldbank.org

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME (UNDP)

Mr lan King

Project Manager

Caribbean Risk Management Initiative (CRMI)
UNDP

UN House, Marine Gardens

Hastings, Christ Church

BARBADOS
Ph: +246 467 6032
Fx: +246 429 2448

E-mail: ian.king@undp.org

UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL
STRAGTEGY FOR DISASTER REDUCTION (UN-
ISDR)

Mr Salvano Briceno

Director

UN International Strategy for Disaster
Reduction (UNISDR)

Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

SWITZERLAND

Tel: +41 22917 8905

Fax: +41 22 917 8964

E-mail:

Ms Angelika Planitz

Sub-Regional Coordinator Pacific

UN International Strategy for Disaster
Reduction (UNISDR)

C/- UNDP

Private Mail Bag

Suva

FIJI ISLANDS

Tel: +679 310 0372
Fax: +679

E-mail: planitz@un.org

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR OUTER SPACE
AFFAIRS

Mr David Stevens

United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs
PO Box 500

Vienna International Centre

E-0944

Vienna

AUSTRIA A-1400

Tel: +43 126060 5631

Fax: +43 1260607 5631

E-mail: david.stevens@unoosa.org

UNDP-PACIFIC CENTRE

Mr. Moortaza Jiwanji

Disaster Risk Management Advisor
UNDP - Pacific Centre

Private Mail Bag, Suva

FIJI ISLANDS

Tel: +679 330 0399

Fax: +679 330 1976

Mobile: +679 937 5030

E-mail: moortaza.jiwanji@undp.org
Following with same address as above:

Ms Stephanie Zoll
Disaster Risk Management Officer
E-mail: stephanie.zoll@undp.org

Karen Bernard

Programme Specialist, Natural Disaster
Reduction & Transition

Mb: +679 908 6072

E-mail: karen.bernard@undp.org

UN OFFICE FOR THE COORDINATION OF
HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS (UN-OCHA)
Ms Minako Kakuma

Humanitarian Affairs Officer
UN-OCHA

C/o UNDP

Private Mail Box, Suva

FUJI ISLANDS

Tel: +679 331 9715

Fax: +679 330 9762

Mob:  +679 999 1689

E-mail: minako ocha@undp.org

Following with same address as above:



Mr Hamish Weatherly

Ph: +679 331 7326

Mb: +679 908 7296

Fx: +679 330 9762

E-mail: Hamish ocha@undp.org

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES
Mr David C. Smith, Ph.D

Coordinator

University Consortium of Small Island States
The University of the West Indies

13 Gibraltar Camp Way

Mona Campus, Kingston 7

Jamaica

WEST INDIES

Ph: +1 876 977 1659

Fx: +1 876 977 1658

E-mail: david.smith@uwiomona.edu.jm

PRIVATE CONSULTANTS

Mr Alfred Simpson

Consultant

Alf Simpson & Associates Pacific Ltd (ASAP)
36 Dunsmore St

Brisbane, Qld 4059

AUSTRALIA

Tel: +617 3311 4616

Fax: +617 3311 4616

Mob:  +0431 307 994

E-mail: asapsimpson@optusnet.com.au

Mr John Norton

Norton Consulting Ltd

PO Box 54-084, Mana

Wellington

NEW ZEALAND

Tel: +644 233 2101

Mobile: +6427 2477 656

E-mail: john.norton@nettel.net.nz

Mr Joe Chung

PO Box 12061

Suva

FUJI ISLANDS

Tel: +679 3318897/6280710
Mob:  +679 9381504

E-mail: joemchung@yahoo.com

SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC APPLIED
GEOSCIENCE COMMISSION

Secretariat of the Pacific Applied Geoscience

Commission (SOPAC)

Private Mail Bag GPO

Suva, Fiji Islands

Tel:  (679) 3381377

Fax: (679) 3370 040/3384 461
E-mail: director@sopac.org

Website: www.sopac.org

Cristelle Pratt
Director
E-mail:  cristelle@sopac.org

Mosese Sikivou
Manager Community Risks
E-mail: mosese@sopac.org

Angela Ambroz
E-mail angela@sopac.org

Asenaca Tamani
E-mail: asenaca@sopac.org

Emele Matawaqa
E-mail: emele@sopac.org
Enele Gaunavou

E-mail:  enele@sopac.org

George Beck
E-mail: george@sopac.org

Jowana Koroituinakelo
E-mail:  jowana@sopac.org

Jutta May
E-mail:  jutta@sopac.org

Kata Duaibe
E-mail:  kata@sopac.org

Laisa Baravilala-Baoa

E-mail:  laisa@sopac.org

Litea Biukoto

E-mail:  litea@sopac.org

Netatua Pelesikoti
E-mail:  netatua@sopac.org

Michael Bonte-Grapentin
E-mail:  michael@sopac.org

Marc Wilson
E-mail: m.wilson@sopac.org




